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CLUB NEWS 

In this strangest of winters, there have been some strange sightings out at the sanctuary. How about a hermit thrush hanging around one of the feeders? Or the black ducks Bill and Dale saw on one of the ponds?  Don’t they know it’s winter? Come to think of it, why is there a pond in January?

The mild weather has generally made it easier to clean out the duck boxes, and the work is already finished. But it’s also made it easier to take an unplanned polar bear swim—new member Tony Denton kept the tradition alive recently and we almost had a submarine ski-doo one weekend.

Some interesting findings have turned up in the boxes. Early in January, Austin found semi-dormant flies inside one. Touch them and they moved, slowly. Another box had apparently been used as a food stash for a screech owl—it had a frog and a mouse in it, alas both deceased. And another was stuffed full with cranberries, apparently put there by an enterprising red squirrel.

Starlings have been making good use of our hospitality—not much we can do about that when access to the sanctuary during the summer is limited.

Member News

As Bill mentioned in a recent letter, Deever, aka Bob Narraway, has been having some serious health problems lately and would be pleased to hear from old friends in the club. He is moving into Stirling House this week. Hope you get better soon Deever, we need some cartoons for this newsletter.
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Speaking of members, it’s time to renew your membership 

$$ Please send cheques to Dale $$
Upcoming events

WEDNESDAY, March 13 7:00 pm: **Annual meeting at Citizen Conference Centre 1101 Baxter Road, Ottawa 

PLEASE PLAN TO BE THERE
WEDNESDAY, April 10 7:00 pm: General meeting at Citizen Conference Centre 1101 Baxter Road, Ottawa

FRIDAY, April 12 – SUNDAY April 14: Wildlife Awareness Event, Carlingwood Shopping Centre, Ottawa

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

TUESDAY, May 28 – Guest evening and BBQ, Shirley’s Bay Sanctuary

TAKE YOUR FRIENDS AND FAMILY

Recent sightings

Besides the thrush and black ducks, Bill and Dale saw a family of geese that hadn’t even bothered to fly to the St. Lawrence.  They must know about Ottawa’s low apartment vacancy rates and want to be first in line. 

Some rough-legged and red-tail hawks have been seen hunting at the sanctuary. And a fisher, not to be confused with a kingfisher has been sighted as well. Maybe someone should tell them it’s a game preserve, no hunting allowed. 

And just after Christmas a family of turkeys showed up (see Dale’s article below). Hmm, turkeys and cranberries.  Sounds yummy.

Wild Turkeys at the Sanctuary

By Dale Crook

Over the last couple of years, the occasional wild turkey has been seen at the sanctuary. However this year, four birds are over-wintering, and have been seen quite regularly along the road going into our garages.

George Martin first spotted the birds in January. Since then we have been feeding them, and as they are quite tame, one has to make way for them along the road!

Seeing these birds, I was curious about finding out more about them, and I thought members would be interested also.

At one time,  wild turkeys were quite common. However by the early 1900s, habitat destruction and unregulated market hunting had eradicated all the birds in the province. A reintroduction program was initiated in 1984 when birds captured in the US were released in areas southwest of Simcoe. The program is ongoing, and last winter another 617 birds were released in more than 40 different release sites in Ontario. It is estimated that they now number over 30,000.

We think our four birds are a hen and three juveniles. Two of the juveniles show a short beard of an inch or so.

Mature males, called toms (gobblers), can weigh from 17 to 21 pounds. Hens are half the size of toms. Young males are commonly referred to as jakes and young females as jennies. Toms with their black tipped feathers are more iridescent than the hens. Beards can be 7"-12" on toms and 3"-5" on jakes. Some females will also have beards. Turkeys lay between 10 and 12 eggs in nests built on the ground so hopefully next summer we’ll have a family at the sanctuary. 
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Photo by Dale Crook, see club’s website for more new pics.

Editor’s note

With Deever indisposed, I have volunteered to take over the communications role he fulfilled so well over the years. I will do my best to produce an informative newsletter, but I can’t promise to maintain his humorous style and definitely couldn’t draw to save my life. 

Bob once told me that he got his pen name from the name on a piece of equipment in the shop where he worked at the time.  I decided to seek inspiration from Pogo, my favourite cartoon of all time, which happens to be set in a wetland, the Okefenokee Swamp.  The question was, should I be Howland the owl, Snavely the snake, or Churchy La Femme, the turtle?  It was a tough decision, but Churchy it is. 

Churchy aka Merrill Smith 

Telephone: 729-2179 (home) 990-9250 (work) 

e-mail: smith841@magma.ca (home)

smithm@tc.gc.ca (work)

POST SCRIPT

Give a man a fish and he will eat for a day.  Teach a man to fish and he will sit in a boat and drink beer all day.
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