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THE NEST BOX NUMBER 2, APRIL/MAY 2002

THE OTTAWA DUCK CLUB

726 Weston Drive, Ottawa, ON, K1G 1W2

www.ncf.ca/odc/

CLUB NEWS 

There were about 13 members at the AGM on March 13. Bill presented another in his award-winning series of president’s reports, which you can see on our Website or you can get a copy from Bill.

There was an interesting discussion about the annual guest night / barbecue.  Last year’s event was a great success.  Even though the weather was poor, there were many more people in attendance.  Early indications are that this year’s event will be just as popular. If you are planning to attend and if you plan to take some guests along, please make sure Dale knows ahead of time so we can have enough food and drink for everyone.  

Better still, make sure you attend the next monthly meeting on May 21 so you can help organize the event. We will need volunteers to help out on the 28th.

Bill explained at the meeting that the purpose of the guest night is to raise the profile of the club and show off our good work. So what about that work?  What has the club done over the years? Well, based on the box checks Austin and his merry band do, there have been 20,740 wood duck eggs laid in our boxes in the fifteen years between 1986 and 2001.  Of these 12,133 hatched.  For hooded mergansers, the numbers are 2,806 and 1,606.  Over at Petrie Island there were 632 wood duck eggs laid and 507 hatched in our boxes in the same period.  That’s a lot of birds.

Member News

Membership is pretty stable at about 70. Dale sends a friendly reminder that it’s time to pay your 2002 dues. A “02” on your address label shows if you’re a member in good standing. 

Welcome to new members George and Joanne Csontos who joined up at Carlingwood. 

Sadly, the club lost a member on May 27 with the sudden passing of Bruce Johnson. Bruce had been a close friend of our Engineering Director, Don Davies since the two worked together at Coca-Cola way back in the 1940s.  Bruce was also Don’s right hand man at the club. And a tireless worker for the club. 

Anne Hackston is participating in the Baillie Birdathon again this year. This is a cooperative national fund-raising project of Bird Studies Canada, Canadian bird observatories and conservation clubs. Proceeds are split four ways, and in the last two years, Anne and Lynn Ryan have designated the ODC to receive the club portion of the funds they raise. In 2000, we received $241.94 and in 2001, $339.33.  They bird for a 24 hour period recording as many different species of birds as possible. Last year Anne and Lynn recorded 87 species. Please consider sponsoring Anne this year, either by pledging a flat amount or so many cents per bird. Dale is collecting pledges and will collect money after the Birdathon. 

Upcoming events

TUESDAY, May 21, 7:00 pm – Regular meeting at the Sanctuary. Final planning for the Guest evening. Please try to be there to volunteer or be volunteered and don’t forget to tell Dale how many guests you expect to take.

TUESDAY, May 28 – Guest evening and BBQ, Shirley’s Bay Sanctuary – Gates open at 4pm. There will be walking tours followed by a BBQ. Should be lots of goslings about and other nesting birds. Repeat: please let Dale know if you’re planning to attend. Tel 232-2902 or e-mail dcrook@ca.inter.net

Recent sightings

As of April 14, 47 species have been sighted this year.  On that day, Austin, Tony, Gretchen and yours truly saw a  bittern on Willow Pond and flushed a second moments later on Dividend Pond.

Geese have been sitting on their nests and woodies and hoodies laying eggs since early April. Austin reports 234 wood duck eggs and 46 hooded merganser eggs as of April 30. No ducklings yet though.

Other sightings included Bufflehead, Hooded merganser, Wood duck, Ring-necked duck, Blue and Green-winged teal, Turkey vulture, killdeer, Tree swallow, Purple martin, Song sparrow and Savannah sparrow (according to Austin, Tony has his doubts.) The complete list is available at the sanctuary or on the Website.  And a number of dead tree swallows have been found in wood duck boxes. Victims of the weather one would assume. 

Churchy’s column

Friday the 13th came on a Saturday this month, but no one seemed to notice, so we got through it OK.  Spring has definitely sprung at the Sanctuary. The Wildlife Festival at Carlingwood was a success, at least for the club. We had 17 members staffing the table, which must be a record. Thank you to Larry Brown, Ab McLaren, Barc Dowden, Lisa Benedetti, Tony Denton, Tom Irwin, Merrill Smith, Austin Taverner, Jim Sauer, Ben Bentzen, George Martin, Tom Lumby, Lorne Whitty, Bob Lackenbauer, Bill Bower and Dale Crook. We had a number of people enquiring about our activities and we succeeded in giving away 15 T-shirts to kids—who knows how many of the recipients will join the club when they grow up? 

What’s in a name? Someone at the AGM brought up the issue of the club’s name.  I know I’m not the only person who thought the Duck Club was part of Ducks Unlimited at first.  Everyone knows that DU is a hunting organization first and foremost, and some people don’t want to be part of the Duck Club because they think we are too.  So the question was asked (I don’t remember who by): should we change the name to emphasize our conservation role? I think the idea suggested was the Ottawa Duck Conservation Club, or words to that effect. What do you think? How about a name like Friends of Shirley’s Bay, or the Shirley’s Bay Conservancy? Interestingly, I discovered in some material that Deever passed on to me that the founders of the ODC specifically avoided the word conservation because they were all hunters and felt that somehow conservation and hunting were incompatible.

Churchy aka Merrill Smith 

Telephone: 729-2179 (home) 990-9250 (work) 

e-mail: smith841@magma.ca (home)

smithm@tc.gc.ca (work)

POST SCRIPT

Raining cats and ducks? 

Apparently the Pennsylvania Dutch used to have a saying: “It’s raining to keep in the cats and bring out the ducks.”  Say “cats and ducks” with a German accent and you’ve got the saying, “It’s raining cats and dogs”







