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CLUB NEWS 

The guest evening on May 28 was a great success. More than 100 people showed up, about three-quarters of them guests. The weather was perfect, there were lots of deer, geese and other wildlife about, including a trio of bitterns who did a fly-past for us, and more than enough food and drink for all. And it was great to see Bob Narraway looking very hale in spite of his recent health problems.

Ann Hackston was the lucky winner of the Wildlife Print, a well-earned reward for her work on the Baillie Birdathon.

Bravo to Dale Crook for co-ordinating the whole show. Thanks also to Marc Mongeon, Jim Sauer, Tom Irwin, George Csontos, George Martin, Ben Bentzen, Ab McLaren, Barc Dowden, Tony Denton, Bill Bower, Austin Taverner, Don Davies, Nick Beadle, Mona Irwin, Pat Crook, Gina Smith and Tricia Beadle for helping out.

Oh yes, the club also earned $180 on the raffle and another $112 in donations. That will certainly help out.
Member News

The club’s membership grew by six during the guest evening. We are pleased to welcome one new individual member, Charlie Clifford, and five new family members -- Chris Winter & Clayton Brockett, Phil East, Mel Thompson, Margaret-Ann Kellett, Chuck Lionais and their families, who joined the club during the guest evening. Hope to see you all at the sanctuary. We also received one renewal. 

There are still some renewals outstanding. If yours is one of them, time is running out. 

Club member Marc Mongeon, who has taken the plunge into bird photography full time, is having an exhibit of his photos July 6 & 7 at the Fletcher Wildlife Garden on Prince of Wales Drive.  Rain dates are July 13 & 14.  Marc has agreed to provide photos for future newsletters. Let’s try to support him by getting out to the show.

Upcoming events

TUESDAY evenings at the Sanctuary when the shooting schedule permits. Dale is keeping everyone posted.

** Dale says access will be a problem again this summer due to shooting competitions. Call him or Bill if you’re thinking of going out. **
Recent sightings

All our summer birds are back now, including Common and Black terns, Common snipe, Purple gallinule, Belted kingfisher, Yellow warbler, Northern oriole, Eastern kingbird, Catbird, Brown thrasher, and Bobolink. 

Barb Gray of the City of Ottawa sighted one of the wild turkeys and a family of Gray partridges near the skeet range. Three species of turtles have also been seen, Snapping, Painted and Blandings.

Austin reports that 532 Wood Duck eggs have been laid so far, but many have been abandoned and only 71 have hatched. There have also been 92 Hooded merganser eggs laid, with 51 hatching. Seven boxes have been hit by predators and one Wood duck hen was killed. Mallards used seven of the floating structures, but three nests were abandoned.

Exceptional Display of the Small Yellow Lady’s‑Slipper article and photo by Dale Crook
Over the years, I have seen a few yellow lady’s‑slippers at the sanctuary. However, this year for some reason, there has been a profusion of them in a few areas. The scientific name for the Yellow Lady’s‑Slipper is Cypripedium calceolus ‑ which well describes the appearance of the plant itself. The name calceolus, is a Latin noun meaning "a little shoe". Most of the yellow lady’s‑slippers seen were growing singly but groups of four and five were also found.

The yellow lady’s‑slipper is remarkable in more ways than its shape alone. It’s one of the few orchids that can be found right around the northern hemisphere, and growing along warm swampy marshes and also high in the thin, chilly air of the Himalayas.

The seeds of orchids are amongst the smallest produced by any group of flowers. From elongated capsules hundreds of thousands of seeds are dispersed by the wind like powder. Yet despite these great numbers, only a very few will find exactly the right combination of habitat and symbiotic fungus in order to produce a plant. 
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The seeds contain virtually no food store and must join with a mycorrhizal fungus in order to absorb nutrients from the soil. Establishing this relationship may require a few years, and then  several more years with the correct conditions and climate to produce a flower. It seems that the our wet and cool spring provided the right conditions for the profusion of the yellow lady’s‑slippers seen at the sanctuary. Truly a remarkable wild flower.

Churchy’s column

In the last Newsletter I asked the question “What’s in a name?” It seems I touched a nerve out there, so let me reassure everyone, the Ottawa Duck Club is here to stay. No one has moved a name change and I’m certainly not going to. But I thought it was worth discussing, if only because the work we do benefits all the species that inhabit the Shirley’s Bay area, but the name implies that ducks are our only interest. 

I have been asked to point out that Ducks Unlimited is a conservation organization, not a hunting organization. My mistake, but one many people, including many hunters, make. For the record, although I have never hunted, I’m not against hunting, but I know some people are. The name hasn’t stopped me and other non-hunters from joining, so I guess it’s a non-issue. 

If anyone has the urge to write, submit photos, or has ideas you would like to see covered in this newsletter, don’t hesitate to get in touch with me.

Churchy aka Merrill Smith 

Telephone: 729-2179 (home) 990-9250 (work) 

e-mail: smith841@magma.ca (home)

smithm@tc.gc.ca (work)

POST SCRIPT

Important notice to members of the Ottawa Duck Club: Leave your skateboards at home, or beware of low flying geese. In Winnipeg recently, a teenager on a skateboard was knocked down by a Canada goose that was preparing to touch down on a nearby pond. Both survived the impact, but the boy came off bruised and a little the worse for wear. The goose was fine.
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