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CLUB NEWS 

An important message from the President

Greetings everyone:
 

Good news for the Ottawa Duck Club. Some time ago we entered into negotiations with Public Works (property managers at the sanctuary) to get a new Memorandum of Agreement signed with DND—45 months ago to be more precise. We argued over clauses, held meetings, reviewed new drafts of the MOA and held more meetings. Reinvented the wheel several times as old property managers left and new personnel were assigned to the file. 

Seven months ago we signed the "final" draft and forwarded our cheque for $50 or so to cover the five year agreement. We got word that someone felt that the Ottawa Duck Club should be paying annual PILT charges (back to DND) as this federal department would have to pay the new City of Ottawa. PILT stands for Payment In Lieu of Taxes and all departments have to pay it to the municipality in which they are located. Our annual payments for our three sheds would amount to $600 to $800 dollars each year. We explained why we wouldn't pay if this became an issue and put forward good arguments as to why not. We had the full support and cooperation of the DND Connaught managers on this issue. 

A month or so ago a couple employees from Public Works arrived one Tuesday evening to examine our sheds and ask some other questions. I think we were somewhat suspicious of this activity but heard no more on the issue of the MOA. Finally, on August 7, we received a letter from Public Works along with the signed agreement and a request for a "new" cheque. Dale has now sent along a replacement cheque for the stale-dated one.

 

This agreement formalizes our status at the Connaught Range for a few years and sets a precedent on the issue of the Club paying PILT 

charges. The clauses in the agreement were updated and will allow us to operate as we have done for the past number of years. Our greatest concern was being able to have access to the wetlands on the property and this was addressed. DND are happy to have us there and we are happy to be there.

 

This is sort of a milestone and we can now look forward to moving ahead into the future.

 

Other news

We were able to get in once in early August and had a pretty good turnout. We managed to get a lot of grass cut (thanks to a couple recruits brought along by Don Davies), some trimming done and almost all of the floats brought in. Austin and others did a final check of certain boxes on our spring check list. A number of our boxes were still active into Mid July this year. Interesting bird sightings included a number of Green Herons and a Chimney Swift.

Cheers to all,

 

Bill

Member News 

The recruits Bill referred to are Don’s grand-daughter, Sarah Hillier and her friend, Jenny Kluke. Both are grade twelve students at West Carleton High School, and they’re building up volunteer hours towards graduation. It’s good to have them aboard, let’s hope they decide to join.

Austin’s final report for 2002 summer counts

We had a dismal year for Wood Ducks (WD)—611 eggs laid, 160 hatched and 121 predated (I suspect that the predated number was higher as we had two boxes that had "down" but we didn't see any eggs and we only visited the boxes in the bay two or three times due to high water).

Hooded Merganser (HM) had 92 laid and 58 hatched—note that I didn't do a breakdown of the predated eggs, however very few were HM.

2001 stats were: 524 WD laid, 340 hatched and 41 HM laid, 29 hatched. I don't have a 2001 predation count but there were very few.

Five boxes had a second nest in 2002—this is high and may be due to the predation.  We only had one successful nest in Dyke pond. It was one of the ones that Lisa and I installed predator guards on—Lisa had to walk back to the club house a second time for the pipe of the one that was successful—a worthwhile trip.

Several of the egg counts were estimates due to our problems getting access this year.  We may have to consider the value of the summer counts as I suspect that things won't improve in the coming years.

We only banded two hens this year—no chicks.  One hen checked had been banded last year.

Austin

Upcoming events

TUESDAY September 10 7pm, Short meeting at the Sanctuary – bring a lantern or flashlight.

Dale says shooting competitions are over so we should have access Tuesdays from now on.

Recent sightings

OK, it’s not exactly recent, but Bill passed on this interesting story about a Wood Duck nesting at Petrie Island: “Last spring (2001) a Wood Duck nested in a hollow tree right next to the office used by the Friends of Petrie Island. It was low and easy for everyone to look in. I didn't think she would survive but she did. Persistence paid off. In February when Dale and I were checking our 12 boxes at Petrie Island we installed a box on the same tree but about six feet above the natural cavity. We thought it would be interesting to see if the female would return and which she would pick if she had a choice. This spring there was no duck activity in the natural cavity and the starlings had taken over the nesting box. I didn't have the ladder so I couldn't toss them out. Near the end of June someone told me that they had seen a duck flying out of the box early in the morning. On July 1st. I was down, the office was open, so I pulled out the ladder and checked the box. There was a beautiful Wood Duck nest with 10 warm eggs, all on top of the starling nest. So I guess our question was answered.”
Churchy’s column - Book review 

The Birds of Heaven by Peter Matthiessen, illustrated by Robert Bateman, (Greystone Books, $36.95) available at the Ottawa Public Library

“Cranes are ubiquitous in the earliest legends of the world’s peoples, where they often figure as sentinels of heaven and omens of longevity and good fortune. For their great beauty and imposing size—they are the largest of all flying birds on earth—they are held near-sacred in many lands.”  

There are 15 species of cranes in the world. They inhabit every continent except South America and Antarctica and have been on earth for as much as 50 million years. Despite their sacred status, they are threatened wherever they live. Seven species are listed as endangered and four others are being considered for listing. The two North American species are at opposite ends of the spectrum. At 500,000 strong, the Sandhill Crane is the most populous species while the 350 Whooping Cranes are the smallest group.  

Author and self-confessed craniac, Peter Matthiessen, has travelled the globe to see every species on its breeding grounds, its winter resting grounds and points in between. His book is superbly written, with vivid depictions of the birds and of their human benefactors as well as the threats to their existence. It told me everything I could ever want to know about cranes and their habitat. It made me want to follow the author to Mongolia, India, Alberta, Wyoming and other crane habitat, to see the great birds at home. My only complaint was that there weren’t enough of Bateman’s illustrations and they were too small. I look forward to someone like the National Geographic producing a film of The Birds of Heaven, so I can see how they move, where they live, and what they sound like.

Churchy aka Merrill Smith 
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