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I’m sure everyone knows by now that Bob (Deever) Narraway, long-time member and communications director of the Ottawa Duck Club, passed away on Sunday, September 22nd,, in his 82nd year. 

President Bill Bower says: “We last saw Bob in late May at our BBQ at the Connaught Range. His health had failed quickly since then.
“Bob was a very important part of the Ottawa Duck Club since it began operations back in 1966. His involvement in helping waterfowl and improving nesting habitat goes back even further than that. He was also our "Deever" who wrote the Club's newsletter for 35 years. He had a unique writing style and his cartoons were always a favourite.

 

“The whole Narraway family has been strong supporters and builders of the Ottawa Duck Cub over the years. Ed, Jack and Mickey passed on earlier.

There was a celebration of Bob’s life on Friday, September 27, at the Hulse, Playfair and McGarry funeral home on Byron Avenue, attended by many friends and family. Bill gave this eulogy at the service and we thought members who were unable to attend would like to read it:

Bob Narraway and his friend The Deever (the guy who never opened a dictionary)

They say the success of any rain dance depends a lot on timing. Perhaps it was Bob that said that.  So, Bob, your timing was perfect. Keep dancing. We need the rain.

An opening line in one of Bob’s newsletters read - "And now a word from our president - Hello!" That was the only word he got in that newsletter. But today I will get to say a few more words.

I’ve known Bob for about 15 years. However, his involvement in waterfowl conservation goes back many years before that. Bob was a driving force behind the ODC since its inception back in 1966. 

Bob had ideas. He liked to plan. He liked to educate. He made new members feel at ease. He was involved in many projects and a few are listed below.

Some projects that I know about include:

- Establishment of a wild goose sanctuary;

- Maintaining deer yards and feeding deer in the winter;

- Collecting Black Duck eggs along the Ottawa before flood waters destroyed them;

- Running of Hunter Education Courses (the best in the Province);

- Protecting pickerel spawning areas in the spring;

- Feeding the ducks along the Rideau during the winter;

- Building floating Black Duck nesting structures.

And there were many others.

There were never any harsh words used in a conversation with Bob. Bob was a writer and his writings, in addition to his work and ideas, have formed a great part of the rich history of the Ottawa Duck Club.

When Bob started writing it costs eight cents to mail out a newsletter and when he wrote his last newsletter the cost had escalated to 48 cents.

Bob started writing as part of his Club responsibilities early on (late sixties and early seventies). It began with plans for the future. Then there were various annual reports, a number of educational pamphlets such as:

- Maintaining a Waterfowl Hunting Area.

- Decoying

- Eastern Ontario’s White-tailed Deer

- Ruffed Grouse

- Blind Sites, Trap Shooting, Types of Blinds, and Responsibilities

- Management - Hunter - Naturalists — How they interrelate.

And he kept the Club history (updated often), including the early days leading up to the formation of the ODC. Some written information details plans and projects from the 1950s. All of his early writings were serious business. (What we should be doing. How we should be doing it and Why we should be doing it). The Deever hadn’t arrived yet.

In 1973 Bob was elected to a directorship in the club then called Hunting and Hunting Information. This was the beginning and we owe a great debt to Bob, and to those who voted him into that position, for about 30 years of wonderful, informative and always interesting newsletters. In writing to thank those who had worked on his election campaign, Bob wrote out the word CAMPAIN. That was the first place I could find where this recognizable writing style was used. And then "THE DEEVER" was off and running.

He set out to inform the membership, to educate the membership, and he made early plans to include both a cartoon and a joke or two in each issue. As Bob put it "Newsy and light". Even in more recent years when Bob couldn’t make it out to the sanctuary as often (especially during the winter) he would include drawings based on various versions of events passed on to him by other members. These were terrific as well.

Who can forget his three cartoon characters: 

The TREE DUCK in its tree house sitting in a recliner watching TV.

The PUDDLE DUCK with the umbrella, boots and hat.

The DIVER with the air tank and the goggles.

Bob wrote his last newsletter in October of 2001. He still hoped to do more. At our Open House last May he still had ideas and he wanted to know if we would include some of his thoughts in our new newsletter (with our new editor). We said we would be delighted to, but Bob’s failing health prevented our enjoyment of more of his writings.

The Club still has about  99% of what Bob wrote as a member of the ODC, the education  booklets, the Club histories, and of course the newsletters (of which there are probably between 250 and 300 of them). Members held on to them. They were too valuable to dispose of. They were fun to re-read.

Here are some lines from Bob’s early writings. These get right to the heart of what Bob was all about, how he approached life and his work with the ODC.

- What you see needing doing, do it!

- Don’t let your feathers get ruffled!

- Inform the public, especially the young!

- You know, God said, man should look after all his other creatures, birds, animals, fish, even insects, so maybe we better get at it, eh!

- You can’t be a true sports hunter without becoming deeply involved in wildlife and conservation.

- Conservation means all creatures and not just waterfowl, so don’t destroy one life for another. - - Just because we don’t like some animal or bird, we have no right to destroy it.

- I don’t really care if I shoot anything so long as I have a good day,... and I usually do. (I think Bob had many good days)

- Wildlife belongs to you and your children.

And last, and Bob was talking about wildlife in general and waterfowl in particular when he wrote this line - "My main thought now is that my grandchildren and their children’s children will also be able to enjoy seeing and hunting this natural resource." He set out to ensure they would.

Thanks everyone. Thanks to the Narraway family. The Ottawa Duck Club will certainly miss both Bob and The Deever.

Deever’s Memorial Donations - $241 have been received so far as ‘In Memorial Donations.’ 

Further donations can be mailed to the club at the address above.

OTHER NEWS 

Raccoon Rabies by Dale Crook

On September 11th, Gerry Lee and I participated in a Ministry of Natural Resources program to hand distribute raccoon vaccine baits in the sanctuary.

Although rabies is most common with foxes, the first case of raccoon rabies in Ontario was 

reported in eastern Ontario in 1999. Since then, there have been more than 100 cases, this year only six confirmed up until July. The closest to Ottawa was in the Merrickville area. This year the High Risk Area was extended to the Ottawa area with the northern boundary along the 417 from Casselman to Ottawa and then along the Ottawa river to Arnprior. One strategy to contain raccoon rabies from spreading north is the distribution of a bait containing a vaccine. The bait is a 3.5 X 1 cm green square made of fat with the vaccine in it. This is mainly distributed by air and supplemented by hand baiting in urban areas. This autumn, 600,000 baits were air dropped in Eastern Ontario. As part of the hand distribution of baits around Ottawa, Gerry & I accompanied Colin Longford, an MNR Technician to distribute about 400 baits along the roadways throughout the sanctuary.

Baillie Birthathon

As a result of Anne Hackston's participation in the 2002 Baillie Birdathon, the Ottawa Duck Club received $200.40. The Baillie Birdathon is a national fund-raising project of Bird Studies Canada. Proceeds are split four ways: designated clubs, Canadian bird observatories, the James L. Memorial Fund, and BSC. Anne did the 24 hour birdathon with Linda Ryan at Point Pelee on May 13/14th. They did remarkably well by recording 98 species well surpassing their 2001 count of 87 birds. Thank You Anne.

UPCOMING EVENTS

December 3, 7pm – General Meeting at Connaught Range HQ Building

February 12, 7-9pm General Meeting at Ottawa Citizen Building

March 12, 7-9pm Annual Meeting at Ottawa Citizen Building

RECENT SIGHTINGS

President Bill sent this report on October 8th:

Just some observations we noted this evening during a walk around the sanctuary. We also walked 

through the bush out to the march where Shirley's Creek enters the river.

Our first observation wasn't a positive one. We checked the Heron colony and noted that most of the trees holding the nests had blown down. Must have been quite a storm and we don't know if it happened before, during or after the nesting season. We only counted about eight intact nests in the few dead trees remaining standing in the swamp.

A number of deer were observed including a large eight point buck.

Out in the marsh we observed Mallards, Blacks, Wood Ducks, Hooded Mergansers, American Wigeon, Shovelers, Scaup, Harlequin, Canada Geese (possible Snow Geese also), Pied-Billed Grebe, Great Blue Heron and Cormorants. Probably lots of other species we missed.

One of us (me) had a great look at an adult fisher going up and down some large trees. It left in a hurry when I called for backup.

A Great Horned Owl was observed in one of our dead trees just at dark.

Dale and Bill got in for a while on November 14. They were down to the bay and recorded 11 species of ducks. And may have missed others. The bay was full of ducks and geese. The best sighting was a Ruddy Duck. On the way out they came across a family of five otters on the Willow pond. Nice to see them. They also cut the grass one more time. Things look pretty good for winter, all control dams have been adjusted for winter also.

Churchy’s column

I didn’t get to know Bob Narraway very well, having only met him a few times at club events, but like most club members, I enjoyed the articles and cartoons of his alter ego, Deever. We lived one street over from Bob and Elaine, and quite by coincidence, my son, Kevin, got to know them when Bob decided he needed someone to cut his lawn a few years ago. Kevin greatly enjoyed Bob’s sense of humour and his stories about the war which he 

heard while interviewing Bob for a school project on senior citizens.

POST SCRIPT

Martha Stewart’s holiday calendar (edited, from the Internet)
Dec 1 Blanch carcass from Thanksgiving turkey. Spray paint gold, turn upside down and use as a sleigh to hold Christmas Cards.

Dec 2 Have Mormon Tabernacle Choir record Christmas message for answering machine. 

Dec 3 Using candlewick and hand gilded miniature pine cones, fashion cat-o-nine-tails. Flog Gardener. 

Dec 4 Repaint Sistine Chapel ceiling in ecru, with mocha trim. 

Dec 6 Fax family Christmas newsletter to Pulitzer committee for consideration. 

Dec 10 Align carpets to adjust for curvature of Earth. 

Dec 11 Lay Faberge egg. 

Dec 12 Take Dog apart. Disinfect. Reassemble. 

Dec 13 Collect Dentures. They make excellent pastry cutters, particularly for decorative pie crusts. 

Dec 14 Install plumbing in gingerbread house. 

Dec 15 Replace air in mini-van tires with Glade "holiday scents" in case tires are shot out at mall. 

Dec 17 Child proof the Christmas tree with garland of razor wire. 

Dec 19 Adjust legs of chairs so each Christmas dinner guest will be same height when sitting at his or her assigned seat. 

Dec 20 Dip sheep and cows in egg whites and roll in confectioner's sugar to add a festive sparkle to the pasture. 

Dec 21 Drain city reservoir; refill with mulled cider, orange slices and cinnamon sticks. 

Dec 22 Float votive candles in toilet tank. 

Dec 23 Seed clouds for white Christmas. 

Dec 24 Do my annual good deed. Go to several stores. Be seen engaged in last minute Christmas shopping, thus making many people feel less inadequate than they really are. 

Dec 25 Bear son. Swaddle. Lay in color coordinated manger scented with homemade potpourri. 

Dec 26 Organize spice racks by genus and phylum. 

Dec 27 Create snow sculpture replica of Bethlehem at the birth of Christ. 

Dec 31 New Year's Eve! Give staff their resolutions. Call a friend in each time zone of the world as the clock strikes midnight in that country. 

Merry Christmas to all

Churchy aka Merrill Smith 

Telephone: 729-2179 (home) 990-9250 (work) 

e-mail: smith841@magma.ca (home)

smithm@tc.gc.ca (work) 

[image: image1.png]



[image: image2.jpg]



[image: image3.jpg]



Pictures courtesy of Gwen Williams of the RA Photo Club, taken at the Guest Evening in May.













