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CLUB NEWS 

The annual meeting is coming, so it’s time to look back over the past 12 months:

· we said a fond farewell to Bruce Johnson and Bob Narraway, the club is planting two crimson maples in their memory and Don Davies will make plaques for them;

· Don’s granddaughter Sarah Hillier and her friend, Jenny Kluke, put in 25 hours of volunteer work, cutting grass, painting, etc. They apparently enjoyed it so much they want to come back this year; they also gave a presentation on the club at the Bill Mason Centre;

· George Martin donated a lawnmower that I understand works really well; he also donated $100 for birdseed, which he proceeded to waste on the birds;

· Lisa Benedetti made a presentation to the Wetland Habitat Fund’s Duck Nesting Box Workshop and completed and excellent paper called “Duck Box Maintenance” which can be found on our Web site. 

· Dale Crook was a major contributor to this newsletter, including the Coyote tracks article in the last issue;

· Bill Bower, has also been a great source of material for the newsletter. 

Thanks to all.

UPCOMING EVENTS

March 12, 7:00pm Annual meeting at the Citizen, Baxter Road

We had to cancel the raffle last month. George was so enthusiastic he showed up 

the night before the meeting and wasn’t able to get back the next night. And this month, Dale has taken his Subaru off to Florida. 

April 4-6 National Capital Wildlife Festival at Carlingwood Shopping Centre. Call Bill to volunteer.
National Capital Wildlife Festival

This is the 18th year for the festival, which is held annually during National Wildlife Week.  This year, the theme is “Native Species, Nature’s Choice.”

Parliament created National Wildlife Week in 1947 to honour Jack Miner for his conservation work, mainly with geese. The objective is to make Canadians more aware of our tremendous natural heritage and to stress the need to preserve it. 

In Ottawa, the festival is coordinated by a committee made up of representatives from a number of organizations, both government and non-governmental.  The main focus is the Wildlife Awareness Event at Carlingwood Shopping Centre. Our club has had a display there as part of the festival for many years. This year, the Carlingwood event kicks off the festival, on April 4,5, and 6. Mall management requires displays to be staffed at all times when the mall is open, (Friday, 9:30 am to 9:00 pm; Saturday, 9:30 am to 6:00 pm and Sunday, 10 am to 5:00 pm.) Set-up time is Thursday evening from 8:00 pm to 11:00 pm. Please get in touch with Bill (824-9104) and volunteer your time.
The festival also features a silent auction and an awards night, on April 10, (Jack Miner’s birthday) at the Canadian Museum of Nature. The ODC is donating a wood duck nest box for the auction, as we have done before. Members are welcome to attend. Awards for Excellence in Environmental Conservation are presented in three categories, individual, group and youth. The ODC won a group award in 2000.

For more information about the festival, visit the Web site at www.ncrwildlifefestival.org.

CHURCHY’S COLUMN


The Canada Goose

The Duck Club’s first success was in helping re-establish the Giant Canada goose to this area, so I thought I’d have a look at this quintessential Canadian bird. 

It is a harbinger of both spring and fall.  A symbol of the Canadian wilderness. It is so prolific, so successful, as to be considered a pest by many. But back in 1966, when the Ottawa Duck Club was founded, the Canada Goose, at least its large race, was thought to be near extinction.

At the same time, half way across the Pacific, its relative, the Hawaiian Nene goose was just making a comeback from the brink of extinction—there were only 30 individuals left in the world in the 1950s.

There are actually 11 races, or sub-species, of Canada Geese, all basically alike except in size, with some minor variations in colouring. The smallest, the Cackling Canada goose is about the size of the Mallard, and nests in the Yukon/Alaska region. The largest, the Giant Canada goose, nests mainly on the Prairies and in southern Canada, in places like our own Shirley’s Bay Sanctuary.

The Giant Canada goose was thought to have been hunted to extinction by the 1920s, but it was rediscovered in Minnesota in the 1960s. Then individuals, like Bill Miner, and groups like QUEONT, the Quebec-Ontario Wild Duck Propagation, and the ODC, set to work restoring habitat and rebuilding stocks, with great success.

By December 1971, Bob Narraway was able to report that the club’s flock had grown to about 25, of whom 13 were clipped and kept over winter to be released in the spring. He felt that the time had come to discontinue the captive flock  because enough geese were returning to the sanctuary on their own. Just over thirty-one years later, it seems hard to imagine such a small flock.

Canada geese are famous for the fact that pairs mate for life and families migrate together and stay together on the breeding grounds. For these reasons, different races are able to use the same breeding grounds without interbreeding.

But recent DNA research by Robert Fleischer of the Smithsonian Institution has revealed some surprising new information about our native geese. It seems that the Nene, (and two other species of extinct Hawaiian geese), may be not just related to the Canada goose, but actually another sub-species. The same may be true of the Barnacle goose.

As a result, Dr. Fleischer suggests that the Canada goose isn’t a species at all, but a genera, or sub-family.  Kind of gives you a new respect for them.

Races:

Giant Canada Goose – largest sub-species; males average 12.5 lbs, females 11.1; some as large as 24 lbs; has a longer neck in proportion to the body than other sub-species; nests mainly in Prairies and southern Canada. (This is the one that we see most often in Ottawa, but some of the others come this way too.)

Western Canada Goose – weights average 8 to 10 lbs; nests west of the Continental Divide.

Dusky Canada Goose – weights average 8 to 10 lbs; nests in Alaska, British Columbia.

Interior Canada Goose – most abundant sub-species; males average 9.2 lbs, females 7.7 lbs; nests around Hudson’s Bay

Atlantic Canada Goose – best known sub-species; males average 8.8 lbs, females 7.6 lbs; nests in Baffin Island, Newfoundland, Labrador, Anticosti and Magdalen Islands.

Vancouver Canada Goose – weights average 6 to 13 lbs; nests in British Columbia, Alaska.

Lesser Canada Goose – weights average about 6 lbs, about the size of the Snow goose; nests in Northwest Territories and Alaska.

Taverner’s Canada Goose – smaller than the Lesser, nests in British Columbia and Alaska coastal regions.

Aleutian Canada Goose – weights average about 4.5 to 5.5 lbs; nests in Aleutian Islands.

Richardson’s Canada Goose – weights average about 3 to 7 lbs; nests in Baffin Island etc.

Cackling Canada Goose – smallest and darkest sub-species; 3 to 4 lbs, about the size of a Mallard; 22 to 27 inches long; nests in Yukon and Alaska

Sources: Encyclopedia of North American Birds by John K. Terres; The Economist, February 2, 2002.

DEEVER’S COLUMN

In the last newsletter, I ran an article Deever dictated to his daughter, Tekla Allen last spring. Here, sadly, is the Deever’s last contribution to the ODC newsletter, dated June 30, 2002.

Last month, I talked about how the club was born. This month I’d like to talk about the Black Duck.

After we were so successful with the geese, 

we then got involved with the Black Duck program and introduced nesting sites into the compound by putting out pre-made nests. 

The Black Duck has a different way of nesting than the Mallard. The Mallard was not common in eastern Canada at that time, but they slowly took over. Their population explosion was due to the fact that the Mallard would nest anywhere, unlike the picky Blacks, and they would interbreed with the Blacks.

Carson and I experimented with floating nests on our own property, which proved to be very successful for nesting Black Ducks. The first year they were all used, including a couple of double nestings. The second year they were all used again, except the raccoons found out about them and thought they were their own floating smorgasbord. Because Carson and I had such great success we decided to put some in at Murray’s pond. George is a witness to a couple of nests and can verify our results.

These nests were made out of chicken wire, plywood, empty pop bottles and cedar boughs.

Directions:

1. Cut a sheet of plywood in half (4’ x 4’)

2. Strap the plastic pop bottles to the bottom of the plywood

3. Make up a 2’ x 2’ x 5” chicken wire nest. (Any larger and the ducks will not use them.

We put about four in the first year, with success, and two other ones in the following year. But they sank over time. We made a mistake and replaced these nests with the larger nests floating on styrofoam about 6’ x 4’. They were too huge and looked like covered wagons. We had no success with this style, with either ducks or geese. A couple of owls used them, however the owls also liked the ducks.

For a few years now I have wanted to replace the big white artificial nest with Black Duck nests. After all, our original purpose was conservation, and to try to make a difference. I hope we are not too late.

Sincerely yours, 

the Deever. 

DID YOU KNOW...

that the ponds at the Shirley’s Bay sanctuary cover approximately 60 acres?

 I found some old photos of the club in a box of stuff I got from Bob and gave them to Bill. He went through them and has this to say: I came across one aerial photo upon which someone superimposed the acreage of each pond (as they existed at that time). Probably from the early or  mid-70s. 

Here are some of the notes attached:

Dyke Pond - 22.6 acres

Dividend Pond - 1.9 acres

Willow Pond - 2.4 acres

Don Gray Pond - 1.6 acres

Gimmer Pond - 1.2 acres (this used to be three smaller ponds called the First Pond, Hidden Pond and Rice Pond). The current Gimmer Pond is probably closer to 1.5 acres now.

Boegel Pond - 6.3 acres

The Narraway Pond hadn't been dug at that time and neither had the Lilac Pond. (I'll guess an acre and a half each)

The old Butt Pond was shown as .9 acres. It was just a small little thing until the new holding pond was dug in 1990 (now the Kindack Pond).

The Trail Ditch (+ small pond) and the Hi Hoe Ditch would add a bit more also.

I would think our "new" Kindack Pond, including the channel, would be  somewhere around 20 acres.

So in the mid seventies the Club had about 38 acres of man made ponds. With the addition of the Narraway Pond, the Lilac Pond and the new Kindack Pond I would estimate that now the number would be closer to 60 acres.

Just in case someone ever asks the question. 

Bill
TAIL FEATHERS

The early bird may get the worm, but the second mouse gets the cheese.

Give a person a fish and you’ll feed him for a day. Teach him to use the Internet and he won’t bother you for weeks.

