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CLUB NEWS 

On June 4th, Bill Bower sent this message about former ODC President Dave Gimmer:
Dave passed away on Thursday, June 2nd. He was 84 years old. Dave had been the president of the Ottawa Duck Club from 1972 to 1978 and from 1984 to 1986. He was instrumental in most of what the club accomplished back in the 70s and 80s and headed up all of the various construction projects conducted in those years. He put a great deal of time and effort into the running of the club and his presence was certainly missed when he was no longer able to contribute due to failing health. There was no funeral service, however, friends were able to call at the Garden Chapel of Tubman Funeral Homes on Tuesday, June 7, 2005.

Teddy Bears’ Picnic

Bill had bad news as well in this message on June 3: “Things weren't going too bad this evening and I got quite a bit of grass cut. Then, around 8:00pm, I decided to take a walk. I guess someone had to find the mess. We have been visited by at least one black bear and it has really gone after the nesting boxes. I didn't get to the whole area but the bear probably did. At first I thought a man must have done, judging by the heavy damage, but I could see the teeth and claw marks and found some large scat on the dyke. Some predator guards have been flattened, sides, doors, bottoms of boxes  are missing and a couple boxes have been pulled down the pipes. Even a couple of tree swallow boxes were hit.

“There is a lot of food at the sanctuary right now so it is hard to say if the bear will move on or not. 

“For us it means a heavy egg loss for this spring. We will have to retrieve the boxes, numbers, guards and see what can be salvaged for next year. We can't guard against bears and will have to assume this is a 

rare occurrence and won't happen again. And after all the hard work that we did to reduce predation.

“We shall pick up the pieces and move on.”

Insurance

Well, it’s not the adventure we had last year, thank goodness. Bill reported on May 3 that he had finally received the insurance quotation from LMS Prolink and that the rates are the same as last year. It’s still a significant amount of money, but we really don’t have much choice so he paid and we can keep working at the sanctuary when the range is not operating. I wonder if we’re covered for bear attacks.

Annual Meeting

At the Annual Meeting way back in March, members elected a new slate of officers, to make up for the departures of Ab MacLaren, Dale Crook and George Martin:
2005-06 Executive:

President (for life) – Bill Bower

Vice president – Ron Tomosk

Treasurer – Jim Sauer*

Secretary – Ben Mancini*

Past president – Grant Hopkins

Directors:

Membership – Tom Irwin

Wildlife – Austin Taverner

Assistant wildlife – Rod Brook*

Communications – Churchy, aka Merrill Smith
Asterisks indicate people who are new to their positions and we welcome them. After the meeting bill said: “Thanks to Ben Mancini and Rod Brook for stepping in and taking over the Secretary and Assistant Wildlife Director positions respectively, and to Jim Sauer for agreeing to step up from Acting Wildlife Director to Club Treasurer. And of course, thanks to all those staying on for another year.”

At the meeting, the club also received a cheque for $500 from Katherine-Ann Laman of the Wetland Habitat Fund for the project over on Watts Creek.

Ab’s retirement also means the club is also looking for a new mailing address. Ab has kindly agreed to let us keep using his home address until we have another one. 

Other news

In April we participated in the annual Wildlife Week exhibition, held this time at the Billings Bridge Plaza after many years at Carlingwood. Two new members joined up that weekend. Welcome to Barbara Campbell and Christian Cojocaru.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Tuesday outings, weather and shooting permitting.

SPRING BOX CHECKS (Bill’s accounts)
April 26 — 14 members turned out. The weather cooperated and we managed to complete some of the tasks on Austin's list of things to do. It was the first time we had a chance to do a full check of the nesting boxes. A number of boxes are already being used and both wood duck and hooded merganser females were found in certain boxes. Egg counts in a couple boxes were quite high which could mean a dump nest.

The geese had taken over with nests everywhere. Since a number had no protection at all it wasn't surprising to find that a few of them had been predated. One female was using a duck float and another was in the raised cone structure on the Boegel Pond. No snow geese were seen, but Rod was able to identify the band number (V92) on one goose and had it checked out. Jack Hughes, goose biologist with the Canadian Wildlife Service identified it as an adult female banded at Remic Rapids in July last year. He said it would be neat to know if she was nesting at the Duck Club. 

There were a large number of tree swallows around the ponds throughout the evening. None are nesting but some were found in the bird houses either dead or nearly dead. This has been observed on several occasions and there are many theories on why it happens. I can remember when Carson Thompson found 18 dead swallows in one box and released others from the boxes only to see them fly back in again and later be found dead. It doesn't seem to harm the overall population and I would expect to see most of our boxes used again this spring.

One surprise when we got there were two long-tailed ducks (oldsquaw) swimming and diving in the Boegel Pond. They stayed around most of the evening. I can't remember seeing them in our ponds before.

We raised one purple martin house hoping that some of the scouts will soon be back and looking for suitable space. It will be interesting to see how we do compared to the houses over at Innis Point.

The deer were around just before dark and many were noted while leaving. Even those drivers who kept looking straight ahead probably saw two or three as they were in the middle of the road near the Nortel facility. I don't think any were struck.

May 3 — Not a very pleasant evening with a cool wind blowing. The rain, however, went down river and missed us.

Only six of us were out but a lot of nest boxes were checked. Wood ducks and hooded mergansers are nesting but no sign of other ducks starting. I guess the mallards, blacks and blue-winged teal are waiting for warmer weather. We should have some goslings around by next Tuesday. The cool wet weather doesn't seem to bother the geese.

Other ducks seen tonight included green-winged teal, scaup and ringnecks. Other birds included meadowlark, killdeer, woodcock, turkey vulture, pied-billed grebe and lots and lots of tree swallows. There might have been one purple martin with the tree swallows around our sheds.

The deer came out around 8:00 p.m. and were to be seen everywhere. There were 15 in front of the grenade range when we left.

A nice hot spell should start the grass growing and then we will have to start the mowers and try and catch up. We usually do, around August.

Perhaps our next outing will be on a warm evening.

May 18 — We had a good turnout with a total of 18 people, and it wasn't even a nice warm evening. There was lots to do and see and I think everyone who came out contributed in some way and didn't go home disappointed. Great to see that many people around.

We concentrated on checking the wood duck boxes as nesting activity is nearing the peak period. Too early to tell yet if we will have a successful year or not. We certainly hope so after all the preparation, box repairs, installation of predator guards, etc.

We didn't do any mowing but we are almost at the point where mowing will be required. We are hoping some new folks will take an interest in driving the mowers as it does take considerable time to cut the fields. The results are certainly worth it.

No purple martins were seen but there were good numbers of tree swallows and many of them are building nests or sitting on eggs. Some dead ones have been found in the boxes which is unfortunate but certainly not unheard of.

Thanks to the guys over in Range Control we were able to get rid of an accumulation of old wood and wood duck boxes. The place looks better already.

Quite a number of Canada goose families were noted around our ponds. The cold weather didn't seem to create any problems for the females. Blacks, mallards and blue-winged teal were seen so no doubt some nesting activity is taking place.  A couple wild turkeys were around and various spring birds were observed. One common nighthawk showed up just before dark, which was a pleasant surprise.

Austin is making up a list of items that need attention and we will try and tackle as many of them as we can. Some are more urgent than others.

A number of animals were around including four very young raccoons in our tractor shed.
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Raccoon photo by Ben Mancini

Lets continue with the good turnouts. Bring a lunch with you and a drink and don't forget the insect repellent. Maybe some boots and gloves also.

June 7 — Austin says: we visited all 62 of the WD / HM boxes we normally check during the summer. Ten boxes had been torn open by the bear. Based on the previous week’s egg counts we estimate that approximately 120 eggs were predated — hopefully some of the hens will try to nest again this summer. Some of the boxes are repairable but we will have to replace six or seven — let’s hope the bear doesn’t return. The full extent of the damage won’t be known until we do our complete WD / HM box maintenance program next winter.

The following are the stats to June 7th:

WD eggs laid = 431

WD eggs hatched = 67

HM eggs laid = 143

HM eggs hatched = 47

Eggs predated = 140

We also have a high count on abandoned eggs. Perhaps it would be a good study to not check the egg counts on a weekly basis next year and see if the numbers of abandoned eggs go down!

All of our summer count WD / HM boxes, not damaged by the bear, will have to be inspected. Gretchen has started to inspect the bluebird / tree swallow boxes and may need help. We will also need to continue cutting grass. There are always odd small jobs to be done so you can be sure Bill, Don or I (Austin) will find something for everyone to do — I have started a “To-Do” list — please feel free to suggest new items.

ODC Summer “To Do” List

1.   Fix break in Dyke pond dyke! 

2.   Paint (white) boxes 111, 112 and 117 

3.   Collect metal and make cone predator guards 

4.   Repair outhouse 

5.   Repair or shingle roof 

6.   Fix garage door (shed with big tractor) 

7.   Take down bird feeders and store until winter

8.   Miscellaneous painting of sheds and floating duck boxes

9.   Make new WD boxes as our supply has run out

10.  Put new numbers on WD boxes where necessary

11.   Put up Don’s two new WD boxes 

12.  Repair boxes damaged by bear

13.  Install “no bears allowed” signs

Thanks to Rod Brook for contributing the following two items.

Duck egg research project

The Ottawa Duck Club is supplying wood duck and hooded merganser eggs from abandoned nests to Olivier Wellman-Labadie for his masters thesis research at Carleton University. Olivier will use the eggs to determine if eggs have anti-microbial properties. Eggs are exposed to fungi, bacteria and viruses during laying and incubation which could kill the embryo. Different species have different levels of threats to their eggs depending on the humidity of the nesting habitat, therefore, Olivier is collecting swan and goose eggs from other areas as well. In the lab, Olivier will test for bacteria on the eggs he collects then will clean the eggs and isolate proteins from the shell and egg white and will test to see what the anti-microbial properties are for each species. Olivier predicts there will be different anti-microbial properties of the eggs for the four species. We look forward to hearing about his preliminary results.

Improving Nesting Success

Excluding some of the sea ducks, most waterfowl populations in North America are sensitive to nesting success. In successful breeding years, we can predict populations will increase. Most research is on the mallard which require about 20 per cent of nests to hatch to maintain stable populations. In some parts of North America, 20 per cent nesting success is high.

A controversy continues as how to best manage North American ducks and increase nesting success. There are two main schools of thought. Both recognize that predators are the number one cause of nesting failure (about 80 per cent of failed nests are due to predation):

1) Conserve habitat in suitable quantity and quality that ducks can breed relatively successfully. If high quality habitat exists in large enough patch sizes, predators cannot find nests as easily, thus increasing nesting success.  

2) Reduce or exclude predators to increase nesting success. This involves large scale fencing and the trapping or shooting of mammalian predators.

The first method is championed by Ducks Unlimited Canada and supported by federal and provincial environmental agencies. DUC’s mission is to conserve wetlands and breeding habitats through a number of ways. They have several programs to help conserve wetlands, involve landowners and farmers to use duck friendly agricultural practices, and enhance breeding habitats.  

The second method is championed by a group called Delta Waterfowl. This was a method traditionally used and was practiced by the Ottawa Duck Club in the past. It involves the removal of predators through trapping or shooting and by using large-scale predator proof fences.  

Both methods effectively increase nesting success. However, predator removal is becoming less popular for a number of reasons. The wholesale removal of predators can have a dramatic side effect by changing the predator-prey food chain. Without predators, mouse and vole populations may explode, having an effect on insects and vegetation. This in turn may negatively (or positively) affect songbird populations or birds of prey. Researchers aren’t sure what the effects might be.

I believe the Ottawa Duck Club is on the right course by enhancing habitat for waterfowl by providing nesting structures and enhancing wetland habitats. The use of anti-predator devices on nest box poles helps to increase nesting success and allows the predator-prey balance to be maintained. I know I like the opportunity to see foxes and mink at the sanctuary and to know we are also doing our best for the ducks. I am sure the Duck Club is a net exporter of ducks to the surrounding countryside!

For more information visit:

www.deltawaterfowl.org/pr/2004/041123_predator.php 

or

www.ducks.ca/ 

Breeding Bird Atlas

Dale forwarded this message from Peter Browne of the Ontario Breeding Bird Atlas project:

This is the final year of the Ontario Breeding Bird Atlas. There are 37 species that have been rated as probable breeders in the square that includes the sanctuary but confirmation is still lacking. This list includes such common birds as downy woodpecker, northern flicker, great crested flycatcher, red-eyed vireo, chipping sparrow, house finch and American goldfinch. There is still no record at all of common nighthawk and chimney swift.

If you do come across extra breeding evidence of any of these species and you think it is in this square, please contact me by email (pbrowne@cyberus.ca) or by telephone (745-1303).

Thanks for the help in the past and hoping for just one more effort!

Peter

The full list of species probable but not confirmed is:

American bittern

Red-tailed hawk

Common snipe

Common tern

Whip-poor-will

Ruby-throated hummingbird

Downy woodpecker

Northern flicker

Pileated woodpecker

Least flycatcher

Willow flycatcher

Great crested flycatcher

Warbling vireo

Red-eyed vireo

Common raven

House wren

Winter wren

Veery

Hermit thrush

Common raven

Tennessee warbler

Chestnut-sided warbler

Yellow-rumped warbler

Black-throated green warbler

Pine warbler

Black-and-white warbler

American redstart

Northern waterthrush

Mourning warbler

Scarlet tanager

Eastern towhee

Chipping sparrow

Field sparrow

Eastern meadowlark

House finch

White-winged crossbill

American goldfinch

CHURCHY’S COLUMN 

In case you sometimes wonder how important our club’s work is, the U.S. National Audubon Society released its first national “State of the Birds” report last October and it found almost 30 per cent of North American bird species are experiencing serious decline. The population trends are based on data from breeding bird surveys covering the period 1966 through 2003. Interestingly, wetland species are the best off, with only 13 per cent of species experiencing serious decline. A digest of the report was published in the October issue of Audubon magazine. Further analysis is available on the Audubon website, www.audubon.org/bird/stateofthebirds  

Incidentally, the Audubon Society is celebrating its centennial this year.
It was interesting to see an article in The Ottawa Citizen on May 30, called “Honk if you hate Canada geese.” The article quoted Dan Brunton as saying he hates Canadas and “would be delighted if we could get rid of every last nesting Canada goose in the Ottawa area.” He went on to say that they were never residents of the Ottawa Valley until the natural forests were replaced by farms and pairs of nesting birds were “re-introduced” here, for which he blames the Ottawa Duck Club. Our President, Bill Bower, was also quoted and agreed in part, saying the re‑ntroduction was “a great success” but we can’t claim credit or accept blame for every goose that nests here.

It seems to me that Dan Brunton failed to mention that the giant Canadas were considered to be near extinction when the re-introduction program began and it was widely applauded by conservation groups at the time.

Jack Hughes says that Canada geese would have eventually moved into the Ottawa area anyway, as descendents from those introduced into south-western Ontario — given the human induced habitat changes that occurred here over the last century that

made it hospitable for them to breed here.

The article prompted Jim Narraway, Bob’s son, to send an interesting letter to the paper about the family’s experiences keeping the geese at home over the winter, hatching their eggs and releasing the birds in spring. Seems like they had lots of fun.

There was another goose related story a few months earlier under the title: “Goose poop could be superbug soup, researchers caution.” This article discussed a possible link between goose droppings and the transmission of antibiotic resistant “superbugs.” According to a study conducted in Georgia and North Carolina, geese that frequent pastures used by livestock treated with antibiotics, could pick up antibiotic resistant bugs from livestock droppings and then transmit them as they migrate. It turns out that the geese studied happened to be in non-migratory flocks. One flock in North Carolina spent a lot of time near a swine waste lagoon, where antibiotic use is high, and their droppings were high in drug resistant E. coli. Birds in agricultural settings not close to lagoons had lower levels of resistant strains of E. coli, and birds in parks were clean. Interestingly, the study seems to conclude that migratory geese are a potential threat to transmit antibiotic resistant E. coli, not that pig farms need to do a better job of minimizing the use of antibiotics or controlling drug-laden waste products. 

West Nile update

It’s West Nile virus time again. A dead bird carrying the virus was found recently in the Carlingwood area — hey, that’s where I live. Researchers are apparently making headway with potential treatments for the disease. In the meantime, the advice remains as it was last year — wear protective clothing, use insect repellants containing DEET and avoid mosquito country (that would be the sanctuary) at dusk. 

The following information comes from the Public Health Agency of Canada website (www.phac-aspc.gc.ca). I have edited it to remove any information that would not apply to the sanctuary, but you may want to check into it for information on protecting yourself and your family at home.

West Nile virus is primarily transmitted to people through the bite of an infected mosquito. Evidence shows that many people infected with West Nile virus have mild symptoms, or no symptoms at all. People with weaker immune systems and people with chronic diseases, are at greater risk for serious health effects. Although the chance of being infected is low — and the percentage of those infected that develop severe health effects is even lower — everyone in an area that has West Nile virus activity is at risk, However, risk for serious health effects generally increases with age. 

By taking simple precautions to lessen your chance of being bitten by a mosquito, you can also lessen your chance of getting West Nile virus.

When going outdoors, use insect repellents that contain DEET or other approved ingredients.

Wear protective clothing such as long-sleeved shirts, long pants and a hat. Light coloured clothing is best because mosquitoes tend to be attracted to dark colours.

Incidentally, the U.S. Centers for Disease Control also recommend a chemical called picaridin and oil of lemon eucalyptus as repellents. 

TAIL FEATHERS

After two bears killed two people in separate incidents, pre-eminent bear expert Steven Herrera said: “It almost seems like the bears have gone wild or something.”  Who’d have thought?

Jim’s travel snaps

Last June I asked Jim for pictures from his sub-Arctic adventure, but never had room for them until now. Here’s one of Jim before and one of their ptarmigan mascot after.
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