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*** ODC MEETING OCTOBER 26 @ 1900 hrs

AT THE CONNAUGHT RANGE CLASSROOM***

That’s 7:00 pm civilian time but we usually get underway closer to 7:30. The Connaught Range classroom, (not the headquarters building where we usually meet) is directly across the street from Range Control. A couple years ago Dale Crook was instrumental in having one of the classrooms decorated with photos and posters relating to wildlife and the Duck Club. Since most of us have never seen it, Bill Bower has arranged to hold the meeting there so we can all have a look and suggest changes or additions. The range people will help us any way they can.

We have lots to talk about and we haven't met since March. After a not very happy summer we need to take a deep breath and get back to a more regular routine and do some planning. Hopefully by late October we will have caught up on at least a few of our outstanding projects and put-off chores. All members are invited to come on out.

IN MEMORIAM – DON DAVIES & DALE CROOK

As most of you will already know, in early August the Ottawa Duck Club lost two long-time members just days apart. This issue of The Nest Box is dedicated to their memory.

Don Davies, who was our Engineering Director for many years, passed away in his sleep on Tuesday, August 2, in hospital. He was 75. Don had recently begun treatments for cancer, a disease that he fought and won a battle with some forty years ago. He is survived by his wife Pat, daughter Debbie, her husband Greg Hillier and their children Joey, Nicky and Sarah Hillier. 

Don’s passing is truly a big loss for the club. He had been a member for over eight years and for most of that time he held the position of Engineering Director, a position that we had been having difficulty filling. He worked hard at building and repairing things, both at the sanctuary and at home. He was full of ideas and often tried different techniques to make our life easier out at the club. On a number of occasions we used his 

home, tools and expertise in cutting out and building new wood duck nesting boxes. He had time for everyone and 

contributed in many ways to our successes. His stories and jokes were often a welcome relief. 

Some of you will remember that he brought his granddaughter, Sarah, and her friend Jenny Kluke, out to the sanctuary in the summer and fall of 2002 to help out with our various work projects. They received their high school certificate for volunteer work through these visits.

Don had many good ideas to help the club and often went ahead on his own. He was a faithful Tuesday evening worker, spending many hours on the Kubota trying to keep the grass cut. He took on the responsibility for keeping our floating duck nesting structures in good shape and was continually repairing and painting them. It was Don who came up with the idea of using old propane tanks as floats to be left on the water all winter. 

He looked after our various pieces of equipment, arranged for all the repairs they needed and always made sure the batteries were out in the fall and properly stored and charged for spring. He could be counted on to "just came across items" that he felt we could use out at the sanctuary and you never knew what to expect.

Don always helped out during Wildlife Week at the Carlingwood Mall and at our fall BBQ.  And he let us use his house and tools to build a number of new wood duck nesting boxes and his truck for any number of useful purposes.

He had served many years in the RCMP and liked to tell about some of his experiences, particularly about surveillance assignments. He was also an avid fisherman with the usual complement of fish stories. Our evening meal will never be the same without Don's jokes, comments and his positions on politics and religion.  All the others who knew Don outside the club had exactly the same impression of him as we all had. Don will be missed by all who knew him.

Dale Crook was a member for 12 years and for a good part of that time was our treasurer. He had been fighting lung cancer for quite some time and passed away at home on August 12, in his 71st year, with his wife, Pat, and family by his side. Dale had put up a brave battle with lung cancer after having recovered from breast cancer 11 years earlier. He is survived by Pat, his son Colin, daughter Bonnie, their spouses, Donna and Ron, and grandchildren Christopher and Bradley.
Dale was a career soldier and graduate engineer. He served in Germany, England and the U.S. and spent a year with the International Control Commission in Vietnam. He retired as a major and went to the National Research Council, and then the Canadian Space Agency.  One of the projects he worked on there was the Black Brant rocket, which seems appropriate. 

His contribution to the Duck Club was immense and he will be greatly missed by the club and all those members who knew him.

These are the remarks Bill prepared for his eulogy at the funeral:

I knew Dale since he became a member of the Ottawa Duck Club back in 1993. He took a very active role in club activities right from the first day. He became the club treasurer, a position he held until this year. He was a tireless worker and did much more than just look after the finances. He organized our fall open house events. He was instrumental in setting up the club website and keeping it current. He organized and ran a number of successful fundraising raffles.  He became our principal contact with the military at the Connaught Range, a responsibility that continued for many years. I know that Dale enjoyed the contact with the military and the military staff at Range Control enjoyed his visits also.

Dale really appreciated the outdoor aspect of the club. He became keenly interested in wildlife photography, purchased good camera equipment, took a course and began capturing what he encountered on film. We all enjoyed his great photos. His biggest challenge was to photograph the white‑tailed deer that are numerous in the area. Dale could be seen sitting quietly in his car as dusk approached, waiting for the deer to come out of the woods. Not being satisfied with that approach, he bought a small camouflage blind and would then erect it on top of a hay bale, climb in with his camera and wait. Some evenings when Dale was in his blind, the deer would come and eat hay off the bale he was sitting on, too close for a picture. We can all remember his photos of the doe with the two fawns, the yellow warblers on the nest, the red‑shouldered hawks with young and the screech owl in one of our wood duck nesting boxes.

In the spring Dale would arrive with his recordings of frog calls and travel around the sanctuary trying to identify the various frog species. Most of us didn’t even know that we had such a variety of frogs.

Each time Dale discovered something that piqued his curiosity he would go on the Internet, search for more information and talk to people, just to learn more. We all benefited from his research as he would then write something informative to be included in our next newsletter. I can remember his write‑ups on animal tracks, honeybees and screech owls.

Dale enjoyed seeing the bluebirds and operated a successful nest box trail in the Westport/Pike Lake area.  At the sanctuary, he made sure that all our nesting boxes for bluebirds and kestrels were cleaned and ready for use when the birds returned in the spring.

I had one story related to me about the time Dale was helping check our wood duck boxes in the spring for signs of duck activity. He forgot to bring something to place in the entrance hole so he could open the inspection door on the side. As a quick solution, he used his hat. The female inside took exception, pulled the hat into the box, messed on it and then flew out. Dale wasn’t impressed.

On winter days when the ranges were quiet, Dale and Pat enjoyed cross-country skiing and often skied together along the trails, ponds and creeks at the sanctuary. Even on these outings I know that Dale would be clearing brush from the trails and noting the wildlife that they encountered.

Dale also helped out with the breeding bird atlas program and I know he will be greatly missed by his friends at the Fletcher Wildlife Garden where he also volunteered many hours of his time.

Near the end of each year, Dale would produce a number of new year calendars featuring his own photographs. These were special and it was a big disappointment when declining health prevented him from carrying on with that tradition.

We were extremely fortunate to have had Dale as part of our team over the past 12 years. He was a true friend to everyone at the Duck Club and his passing is a tremendous loss to all of us.

Barbara McLaren

In addition to mourning Don and Dale, and Dave Gimmer, who passed away in June, the Duck Club joins another long-time member, Ab McLaren, in mourning his wife, Barbara, who passed away on September 14 after a long battle with cancer. Our sympathies go out to Ab and his family.

Osprey Platforms

And finally some positive news. On August 21, Austin Taverner received a message from Celia Bodnar of the Innes Point Bird Banders asking about the osprey platforms at Egret Pond. It seems that Martha Caskey, one of their members, had asked if it was the club that originally erected the platforms. She wanted us to know that one of the platforms is being used this year by their intended occupants. 

Bill explained that the platforms were put up around 1970 or so. He thinks there must be three of them and that he and Austin found one along the shore in the spring. It hadn't been used. He says if we get a chance we should look in and see which one is being used. One of them is on a live tree and the tree has continued to grow and is now up over the platform. Not likely an osprey can use that one. 

Bill’s summer 2005 roundup

It has not been a good year for the ODC, thinking back to the bear damage, the broken equipment and the loss of three members in the space of a couple months. The military did their part and got us in on Tuesday evenings (in July), but a couple of nights were rained out while a couple of others were too hot to even sit on a mower for an hour or so, or do anything else.

With the loss of Don, we are putting out the call for another engineering director. Maybe we will all have to take a small engine repair course. Rod Brook seems willing and able to help, so maybe we can get our mowers back together and keep our fingers crossed that they don't break again.

I checked our shavings inventory and found we have some on hand but will be running low before spring. If anyone has a source, we’re looking for donations. I think we are okay for another spring with the straw we have. And we are going to need another 18 to 20 new wood duck nesting boxes before the snow flies. That means getting our plywood to someone's house where we can start cutting out boxes. Maybe others can take on the assembly and painting. Fall is a good time for that. (See below for an update.)

Just a quick note on where we stand as of early September. A few of us got out on September 3 and took a look around, it had been over a month since we were last out. On the way we were able to pick up a sit-on lawnmower that was donated to the club by Pat Davies, wife of our late engineering director, and deliver it to the sanctuary (thanks to Rod and his truck). This gift was much appreciated and badly needed as we have been having mower problems since July. We had managed to break the drive belts in both mowers and were having problems getting the right replacement belts and getting them on. We now have the yellow mower back together. Next we will have to tackle the red mower and replace the two drive belts.

All the floats are now out of the water and ready to be stored for winter. Tony Denton has begun filling the hole in our dike at the back of the Gimmer/Don Gray Pond. And Gretchen Denton has been busy checking on the bluebird boxes.

The field in front of the sheds wasn't in really bad shape. Our other fields are a mess and we may have to seek some help in getting them cut again for the first time. Our sit-on mowers are too small to tackle the work without risking further failures.

We are in need of new nesting boxes for wood ducks. Our supply is nearly depleted and besides our normal replacement requirements for old, lost, or damaged boxes, we have to replace about 12 more damaged by a hungry black bear back at the end of June. Since we no longer have Don's house to go to and set up our assembly line, we have taken our plywood and supplies over to Austin's house and will operate from there. We may require some assistance over the next six weeks or so. If we get some put together perhaps some of you could volunteer to paint them. We have lots of paint at the sanctuary. When we plan something on the construction side we will let you know and maybe you can join us. Needless to say, there are lots more projects to be undertaken before winter sets in. 

On the birding side of things, there was quite a bit to see on September 3 and we didn't take the time to walk around the property. Lots of ducks and geese, along with kingfishers, turkey vultures, great blue heron, a bittern, pied billed grebes, yellowlegs and one beautiful great egret that spent the afternoon in the Boegel Pond.

On the administration side, Tom Irwin now has the memberships in hand. Our bank account has been transferred to Place D'Orleans and Jim Sauer is now paying the bills. Churchy is working on another newsletter (this one) and Ron St. Louis has updated our website. 

With the deaths of three very important members over a two month period, it has been difficult to think about work and continuing on under those circumstances. But carry-on we must. It will take time to catch up but by next spring we should have the sanctuary back to where we want it and where our recently deceased members would have wanted it. 

NEST BOX BUILD OFF

On Saturday, September 24, Lori Taverner, Joe Bevk, Austin Taverner, Ron Tomosk and Bill Bower got together for a building bee at Lori and Joe’s house. Bill says he and Austin arrived with 180 pieces of plywood, tools, screws, glue and all the rest of it. 

“All we had to do was cut out the entrance holes in the fronts and then cut out and install the inspection doors in the side. That took about half the time and then we put together all 18 nesting boxes. We started at 10 am and were finished before 3 pm. By following the instructions carefully we managed to end up with all the entrance holes on the fronts of the boxes and no box had two side inspection panels. Lori supplied the coffee, muffins, drinks, etc. We didn't mess up the driveway too badly and soon had everything cleaned up. The first-aid kit wasn't needed. I brought 12 boxes back to the house for painting and the remaining six boxes are still at Lori and Joe's place. That was a great way to get our winter maintenance program started. Now we are after two more grants so we can buy more materials and build more boxes.”

Special thanks to Lori and Joe for the use of their yard for the job. 

ODC WEBSITE

In 2006, our club will be 40 years old. To get an early start commemorating the event, Ron St. Louis has given our website (http://odc.ncf.ca) a facelift and he would like to get feedback from members. If you want to comment, e-mail Ron at stlouis_ron@hotmail.com. 

Ron and Corrie Rabbe would also like to organize a 40th anniversary celebration. They have some ideas they would like to discuss at our meeting. Maybe other members will have other suggestions.

OXBOW PARK NATURALIZATION

Speaking of Corrie, Ron sent this message about her project at Oxbow Park near Carleton University: 

“We put up a dozen or so new bird boxes on the site over the Labour Day weekend. We will be checking on them periodically and hopefully they might become occupied next spring...by something other than starlings!”

The park is located in the southeast corner of Carleton’s campus, behind the Nesbitt Biology Building and greenhouses. It is flooded by the Rideau River every spring. Volunteers from the Carleton branch of the Ontario Public Interest Research Group help clean it each summer. This has allowed the park to become a refuge for butterflies and birds.

Corrie says the Oxbow Park project was started in 1993. Its goal is to rehabilitate and restore the park, while expanding the forested areas. In recent years, bird boxes and a butterfly meadow were introduced to encourage insects and other wildlife to nest and make the park their home.

To find out more about OPIRG’s environmental initiatives, visit opirg-carleton.org. 

(Credit: some of this information comes from Carleton’s CU Magazine, Spring 2005.)







